
 

August 2015 

Reflections 
òPeople of Faith,  Reflecting Godõs Loveó                                   

Mental Illness Spiritual Support ï God is our Refuge and our Strength 
 It is easy to talk about physical health and even spiritual health within our culture but conversations about 

mental health are more difficult to have.  Yet, maintaining good health includes body, mind and spirit.  Each 

month this space will include a scripture passage and comment on mental health to encourage understanding and 

health.  In addition to what is noted here, a good resource for further information can be accessed at the National 

Alliance on Mental Illness, www.nami.org  

 

ñUnderstanding is a fountain of life for those who have.ò  Proverbs 16:22 

 

 Each person is an individual with many attributes ï a distinct personality with different looks, character, 

talents, skills, and experiences.  A characteristic that an individual shares with others does not erase everything 

that distinguishes him/her from others.  So it is with mental illness.  A person who has mental illness still is the 

unique individual he/she always was.  Similar symptoms, problems, and treatments give something in common 

but do not make everyone with this affliction alike.  Just as those who have diabetes, arthritis, migraine  

headaches, or any other condition are not all put into one demeaning category, those who suffer from mental  

illness should not be considered separate from the rest of humanity.  Each personôs individuality outshines his/her 

problems. 

14410 FOLKESTONE STREET Å  WAVERLY NE  68462  Å  (402) 786-2625    

fumcwaverly@windstream.net            www.fumcwaverly.org 

Pastoral Perspective    

 We are in the midst of our Summer Schedule with worship at 10 a.m. through the Labor Day weekend.  

August 16th will be our Backpack Blessing in worship with a brunch to follow in the Fellowship Hall.  We 

hope all students will bring their backpacks to worship for a special blessing.   

 I want to thank Esther Hay for sharing leadership and the sermon in worship on July 26th and Al  

Blankenship for sharing leadership and the sermon August 2nd as Marjorie and I enjoy a road trip with our 

daughter and son-in-law to Boston to visit our son. 

 The Trustees are coordinating a complete renovation for our Youth Room.  Walls, ceilings, and floors 

will be updated along with lighting, audio/visual, and furniture upgrades.  It will be an exciting space for the 

youth program, as well as, a state of the art space for other groups to use when it is not being used by the 

youth.  It is a $9,000 project.  $7,000 has been identified by the Church Council in our budget and earmarked 

accounts to date.  If you would like to help with the remaining $2,000, just note ñYouth Room Renovationò in 

the memo section of your check to First UMC. This is a very exciting facility upgrade to our present and future 

youth ministry!  

 My schedule has greater freedom in the summer, as I certainly have fewer meetings.  It is a great time 

for personal visits.  I would love to drop by for a visit this summer to hear a bit more about whatôs happening 

in your life, as well as, any hopes, dreams or concerns you have for the church we are blessed to have in our 

lives.  Just give me a call to set up a time for a visit.   

  

Blessings, Pastor Scott 

http://www.nami.org
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Preaching Schedule for August 10:00 Service 

            Budget Overview  

August 2 Mr. Al Blankenship Preaching 

August 9 Exodus 13 & 14 Destinations and Sidetracks 

August 16 Exodus 14:19-31 Survival and Then Some 

August 23  Exodus 35  Reasonable Response   

August 30   Joshua 3:1-17  Crossing the Rivers of Life 

The general church budget through July 25 

 Gifts received totaled  $ 156,495  

 Expenses totaled  $ 151,701 

 Checking account balance $   17,217 

 Current Debt   $ 113,000 

 

 Mission Shares Paid through August   

   Thanks for your ongoing support  

Would You Like Someone to Talk to? 
Al Blankenship has been busy doing visitations. If you would like him to come 

by to talk or pray with you, please feel free to contact Al at 402-786-2773 or 

call the church office at 402-786-2625 and we will call him for you. 

Meetings  
 

ß CCF Party - Wed, Aug 19, at 3:30 pm. 

ß CCF - Wed, Aug 26, at 3:30 p.m. 

ß Esther Circle Potluck BBQ - Mon, Aug 17, at 

Shelly Johnsonôs home. 

ß Gathering Place Soup Kitchen- Wed, Aug 12, 

from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

ß Evangelism Committee - Wed, Aug 5, at 7:00 p.m. 

ß Finance Committee - Tue, Aug 18, at 7:00 p.m. 

ß Mission Committee - Thu, Aug 27, at 7:00 p.m. 

ß Naomi Circle - Thu, Aug 20, at 1:00 p.m. in 

parlor. 

 

 

ß Ruth Circle - Thu, Aug 20, at 9:00 a.m.  

ß Sanctuary Choir - Starts Wed, Sep 2, at 7:30 

ß Trustees - Tue, Aug 11, at 7:00 p.m. 

ß United Methodist Men - Sun, Aug 9, at 6:00 p.m.  

at the BBQ Pit  

ß United Methodist Women - Sat, Aug 1, at  

9:00 a.m. 

ß UMW Book Club - Tue, Aug 11, at 10:00 a.m. & 

7:15 p.m.  

ß Worship Committee Retreat - Sat, Aug 15, from 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Wanda Mandigoôs home.  
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Community Garden Notes   
 The garden is coming along. Weeding has gone well and straw from Bill Landon has helped keep the 

weeds down.  Duane has got the watering system started from the rain barrel and we have successfully used all 

250 gallons once. We also have watered some from the church with a soaker hose and regular hose. We took 

some yellow squash to the Gathering Place and several of us have enjoyed some. Tomatoes are coming on and 

will need to be watched for ripening. The tomatoes that were affected by herbicide seem to be doing better. 

The soil test was good but we were told we do not need manure this fall and 

that the organic matter of 6% is at a good level. The yellow squash are doing 

well.  Beans and cucumbers are up. We have herbs and please go to the garden 

and pick some basil, rosemary, chives, parsley, etc., as they go to seed if not 

picked. The first planting of corn is setting on ears. Email Marjorie Shreve 

with questions orjam @cox.net. 

 If you have interest in becoming a TeamMates 

Mentor, please contact Sarah Harms or Pastor Scott.   

The Teammates program is starting this Fall in Waverly. 

 

 As Christians, we are called to serve.  The one to one transformative power of mentoring results in a 

ripple effect that over time, makes a huge difference and can impact families for generations.  The TeamMates 

Mentoring Program is a one to one, school-based mentoring program serving kids.  The program will start with 

6th grade students this year in District 145.   

Runza Fundraiser for the Library 
 Great Books for Great Kids will be held Aug 25.   

        Runzaôs donation is specifically for childrenôs books.  

Support our Waverly Community Library by eating at Runza that day.  Thank you. 

 

ñLikeò us on Facebook and get up-to-date information about the church:  

First United Methodist Church of Waverly. 
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September 

2- MS 

9- HS 

16- MS 

23- HS 

30- TBA 

 

October 

7- MS 

14-HS 

21-MS 

28- HS 

ÍÙæÕâØÕ ÁãÜâçãâMç ºãâèÕ×è ÀâÚã: 

veranda.johnson11@gmail.com 

fumcwaverly@windstream.net   

Youthful news  
 

Hey All! Itôs that time of year for Youth Group to start back up! This year (due to the renovations to the 

room), we will start the first week of September. Youth group is open to EVERYONE! So feel free to bring 

friends any week.  

 

Middle school students will meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month from 6:30 - 8 pm. Each night 

will start with a meal together, a bible study and games. We will begin the year asking families to take turns 

providing the meals, feel free to pair up with another family. Sign up will be done at  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0845afac2da5fd0-middle1 

 

High school students will meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month from 7 - 8:30 (ish) pm. A typical 

high school night will include a bible study, games, and snacks (bring your own dinner if you need).  

If studentôs/families would like to bring snacks they can also signup online with  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0845AFAC2DA5FD0-snacks 

 

Please double check with Dawn in the church office that all of your contact information is up-to-date so you 

receive all notices and changes. 

 

Our tentative schedule for the year - 5th weeks may be off or have a special event. 

Dates with ?ôs are questionable due to UNL scheduling and will be announced as they get closer.  

November 

4- MS 

11- HS 

18-MS 

25- HS? 

 

December 

2- MS 

9- HS 

16- MS? 

23-HS? 

30- Christmas  

      Break  

January 

6- MS  

13- HS 

20- MS 

27- HS 

 

February 

3 -MS 

10 - HS 

17-MS 

24- HS 

March 

2-MS 

9- HS? 

16-MS 

23- HS 

30- TBA 

 

April 

6-MS 

13- HS 

20-MS 

27- HS 

May 

4 ïMS? 

11- HS 

18-MS? 

 

*If school is closed  

due to weather youth  

meetings will also be 

canceled.  

mailto:veranda.johnson11@gmail.com
mailto:fumcwaverly@windstream.net
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0845afac2da5fd0-middle1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0845AFAC2DA5FD0-snacks
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Kids, Students, and Teachers. . .  
Please bring your backpack or school bag  

with you to worship on  

August 16, 2015 
 

 First United Methodist Church of Waverly will host a Blessing of the Backpacks at the 10:00 worship 

service.  Just as we bless the rings at a wedding ceremony, babies at a baptismal service, or a new house when 

folks move in, we will bless the backpacks at our worship service.  Each student and teacher will receive a fish 

backpack tag to clip onto their backpack to remind them of this special blessing. 

 

 

 

The Deep Blue Crew  

 This yearôs Sunday School classes for kids are awesome!  The theme is Deep Blue, and kids and  

teachers alike, will get to dive deep into Godôs Word!  Bible Stories, digital interactions, games and activities 

will help kids develop a thirst for Jesus. Decide today to help make a difference in the lives of kids!  Sign up to 

be a one of Sunday Schoolôs Deep Blue Crew!  Say yes to being a 

teacher, a helper, a supporter, a prayer partneré just email or call 

Sondra Buell at sbuell.fumc@gmail.com or 816-830-5580.   

 Hereôs another way you can help.  We will be decorating the 

halls for the kids as they dive into the Deep Blue Adventure of study-

ing Godôs Holy Word.  We need blue paper, sea shells, boats, fish 

nets, etc.  If you have anything like this and would be willing to let us 

borrow it for a while, contact Sondra Buell.  Thanks!   

 

 

 

The Childrenôs Ministries staff is diving deep this year, too!   

We have on-line registration for both Sunday School and CCF (Childrenôs Christian Fellowship). 

 

Go to our web page at http://www.fumcwaverly.org, click on the link, and sign your kids up for one or 

both of these excellent ministries to teach kids about Godôs love all while have a great time together! 

 

 

 

Sunday School class for our M & Môs (Mini-Methodists) 
 We have interest in starting a Sunday School class for our M & Môs (Mini-Methodists); a class for  

children two and under.  Would you be interested in assisting our nursery workers during the Sunday School 

hour, nurturing the faith experience of our wee-ones?  Contact Sondra Buell if this is how you would like to 

serve at FUMC.  Classes would begin the same time as regular Sunday School ï September 13th. 

 

 

 

Calendar: 
Backpack Blessing ï Sun, August 16    

CCF Potluck Dinner - Sun, August 16, at 6:00 (rain date of Aug 23)   

CCF Kickoff (2nd ï 5th graders) - Wed, August 19 

Sunday School Promotion Sunday - Sun, September 13 

Kindergarten and 3rd Grade Bible Sunday - Sun, September 20 

mailto:sbuell.fumc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJD7xo7k-cYCFZOrgAodn0gI_A&url=http://www.deepbluekids.com/&ei=rVa1VdDwAZPXggSfkaHgDw&bvm=bv.98717601,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGnVaAEWDZyS7zzSqh7S-MixSgiOw&ust=1438033938
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Church Grill Out 
It is Sunday, Aug 16, all church grill out,  

right after 10:00 service.   

 

Watch for sign up sheets!   

Back to school kick off, backpack blessing day.  

Confirmation Class 
 First UMC hosts Confirmation classes for students in 7th and 8th on Sunday 

mornings during the school year.  The classes this year will begin September 13th  

at 10 a.m.  The classes prepare the students to join the membership of the church. 

Pastor Scott will provide leadership.  Adults are welcome to help provide leadership.  

Interested?  Contact Pastor Scott.  Incoming 7th grade students and their parents will 

receive further information in early August.   

Whatôs New in CCF This Year 
 Our year gets off to a wet start with our traditional water party on Wednesday, Aug 19.  Bring your 

suits and towels. 

 Each week, the students will be eating a snack when they first arrive and will engage in an activity after 

they have finished their snack.  Soéour snacks need to arrive at church by 3:15 each Wednesday. 

 We WILL be having CCF on early-out days at the regular time ï 3:30 to 5:30. 

 Psalty is returning!  We will be working on a musical called ñKidsô Praise 6:  Heart to Change the 

Worldò. 

 More information will be mailed to all second through fifth graders.  If your child does not receive a 

letter, please call the church office and we will add your name to the list. Call or text Nancy (402) 430-8202, 

Sara (402) 450-8387 or Sondra (816) 830-5580 with questions. 
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                                 UMW News 

The Women of Faith Farewell Tour  
will be here in less than 2 months.   

 Many of you have already purchased tickets, but for those 

who havenôt there are still a few available.  I have 4 tickets for 

$84.45 each and 1 free ticket if someone would like to go,  but 

doesnôt think it is in their budget.  This is an amazing way to  

worship God with other women.  It will touch your heart in ways 

you never knew.   

Please contact Christy Snyder at 402-786-2658 or cmsnyderpac@gmail.com, if you are interested in any of 

these tickets.  Dates are August 28, 7-10 p.m. and August 29, 9a.m.-5p.m. at Pinnacle Bank Arena. 

 UMW will have the next unit meeting on Saturday, August 1, in the 

Parlor.  Pastor Tom Barber from the Peoplesô City Mission will be our 

speaker.  Thanks to everyone who made the Fourth of July Ice Cream and 

Pie Social a success!  We served about 190 guests  and made approximately 

$600 for our missions and projects. 

 

August Responsibilities    September Responsibilities 

   Hostess:   Esther Circle         Hostess:  Eve Circle 

   Devotions:  Rachel Circle          Devotions:  Ruth Circle 

   Special Events: Esther Circle         Special Events: Eve Circle 

             Clean main kitchen: Eve Circle 

            Clean Parlor & kitchen: Ruth Circle  

UMW Bookclub  
 The August book will be My Sister, The Father by Meri Whitaker (Education 

for Mission, 2011, pp 177). It is a collection of stories from Ms. Whitakerôs 25+ years 

of ministry to the predominantly Cherokee people served the Cookson Hills Center in 

Oklahomaðone of the ministries the METour visited this summer. We will meet 

Tuesday, August 11 at 10 am and Tuesday, August 11 at 7:15 pm. Note am and pm 

meetings are both on Tuesday this month. Books can be ordered online or obtained 

from Marjorie Shreve as available (we pass the copies around) orjam@cox.net  or  

402-990-4360. 

Upcoming events 
   Weekend Mission u   July 31 - Aug 2, 2015 Holiday Inn, Kearney, NE 

   Blue River District UMW Annual Meeting   Saturday, August 29, 9am ï 3pm First United Methodist    

 Church - Lincoln.  Register by August 15, 2015 

   2015 Great Plains Conference UMW Annual Meeting    October 16-17, 2015  St. Mark UMC, Wichita, KS 

 Register on line at GreatPlainsUMC.org by Sept 30 and hotels by Sept 25. 


