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Variety in the Pulpit  
 

 January is the month for variety in the pulpit at 

First UMC. Pastor Scott will kick off the month on the 

5th. Then as he and Marjorie travel to India, we will have 

Lay Speaker Al Blankenship in the pulpit on the 12th.  

Then Marilyn Moore, EdD, President of Bryan College 

of Health Sciences will speak on the 19th. She is an  

active member at St. Paul UMC in Lincoln and the  

Nebraska Conference. Finally, on the 26th, Lay Speaker 

Bruce Sedivy will share the message. 

Pastoral Pondering 
  

 Marjorie and I are jumping on an airplane January 7th and traveling to India. We 

will be visiting our daughter and her husband (Mackenzie and Mihir). I will be returning to 

the office January 27th. If you have a pastoral need please call the church office and Dawn 

will contact the Lay Speaker or Pastor that is on-call. 

 Our first visit to India was in November of 2012. It was a busy time preparing for a 

wedding, getting to know Mihir and his family, as well as finding a sense of orientation to 

all the cultural differences. This trip will be much more relaxed.   

 I see our trip as time for spiritual renewal as well. Quiet time for reflection under 

the blue skies in the state of Rajasthan in India will be plentiful. Since the monsoon season 

is in the summer the skies of Rajasthan in January are blue with nary a cloud. Udaipur, the city we will be  

residing in the majority of the time, has a Hindu shrine that stands about a half-mile above the town. Each day, 

many people walk the narrow path to the shrine to offer gifts of fruit and flowers, as well as pray. Marjorie and I 

enjoy the spiritual walk and a time of prayer as we look over the lakes and city scape. Godôs presence finds rich 

expression in each part of the world and that is especially true in India. 

Another aspect of our trip, that I am looking forward to, is the food. We join Mackenzie and her  

mother-in-law each morning as they go the vegetable stand nearby their home to pick out food for the day. Each 

meal is vegetarian and new to my eyes and taste buds. Sometimes the taste is a stretch for me but that is good.  

God wants us to stretch ourselves beyond our comfort zones. We will certainly write down the best recipes so we 

can offer some new choices for future potlucks at church. 

Please keep us in prayer as we travel and I look forward to sharing new insights upon our return!  

 

Blankenship  

   Moore   

         Sedivy 
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Dear Church Family 
 

Thank you to all of you this fall for your 

sympathetic thoughts, prayers, cards, visits 

and memorials during Stanley McGillôs final 

weeks and his passing in October. You have 

been a tremendous support to our family and 

a true blessing. We feel the outpouring of 

love in tribute to the wonderful, caring  

husband, father, grandfather and  

great-grandfather whose presence we  

enjoyed well into his 91st year and we are 

overwhelmed. We thank God for you and 

your kindness and wish for 

you His many blessings in 

the new  year. 

 

Sincerely, 

Phyllis, Larry, John, 

Marilyn,  

and Pat McGill and families 

Preaching Schedule 

 
January 5 Communion Sunday  

  John 1:1, 10-18 

January 12 Al Blankenship  

  providing the message 

January 19 Marilyn Moore  

  providing the message 

January 26 Bruce Sedivy  

  providing the message 

Meetings 

ß Brown Bag Bible Study - No gatherings in January.  We 

will start again, in the parsonage on Wednesday, 

February 5th at 5:30 p.m. 

ß Church Council - Tue, Jan 28 at 7:00 p.m. 

ß Disciple Bible Study - Thu, Jan 9, 16, 23 & 30 at  

7:00 p.m. 

ß Esther Circle - Mon, Jan 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the church 

parlor. Program will be a video bible study with Christy 

Snyder/Dianne Witmer hosting. 

ß Evangelism Brunch - Sun, Jan 19 at 10:00 a.m., watch 

for sign up sheet. 

ß Eve Circle - Mon, Jan 13 at  7:00 p.m. at Chris Ebke's. 

ß First We Have Coffee -  Mon, Jan 20  at 7 p.m.at Chris 

Ebke's. The book is ASTRONAUTS WIVES CLUB by 

Lilly Koppel. The reviewer is Gayle Heiden. The book 

for February is MR. CHURCHILL'S SECRETARY  by 

Susan Macneal. 

ß Garden Club - Mon, Jan 6 at 7:00 p.m. 

ß Gathering Place - Wed, Jan 8 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

ß Middle School Youth - Weds, Jan 8 & 22 at 6:30 p.m. 

ß Naomi Circle - Thu, Jan 16 at 1:00 p.m. in the parlor 

with Barb Hodgin as hostess. Every one have a VERY 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY AND SAFE 

NEW YEAR. 

ß Rachel Circle -  Tue, Jan 7 at 7:00 p.m. 

ß Ruth Circle - Thu, Jan 16 at 9:00 a.m.  

ß Sarah Circle - Sat Jan 18 at 9:00 a.m. at Sandy 

Blankenshipôs home. 

ß SCRIP - Mon, Jan 27 at 7:00 p.m. 

ß Senior High Youth - Weds, Jan 15 & 29 at 6:30 p.m. 

ß United Methodist Men - Sun, Jan 12 at 8:00 a.m. in 

Fellowship Hall. Duane Heiden will be providing 

breakfast, possibly pancakes. We will have a follow-up 

discussion about the continued care of the newly 

refinished floor downstairs. Will be visiting about some 

other projects that need to be done at the church. Will 

have share an inspirational message.  All men are 

welcome to join us. 

ß United Methodist Women - Sat, Jan 11 at 9:00 a.m.  

ß Worship Committee - will not meet in Jan. 

Thanks from the Staff 

 
Thanks to one and all that contributed 

to the Christmas gifts for the staff.  

Your thoughtfulness is deeply  

appreciated. We each truly enjoy our 

opportunity to work and share in  

ministry at First UMC. 

 

Sincerely, 

 Wanda, Nancy,  

 Kathryn, Veranda,  

 Dawn and Scott 
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Helping at Peopleôs City Mission   
    

 Fourteen folk from First United Methodist Church gathered at the 

People City Mission ñFree Storeò on ñOò Street in December. We  

vacuumed, sorted clothes, placed items on the shelves so the store would 

ready for customers the next day. The ñFree Storeò is open three days per 

week and serves over 500 people weekly.  Opportunities for service at 

Peopleôs Mission will be available quarterly for members from First 

UMC. Watch the Reflections for the spring date.  
 

New Members 

 
 Joe Bowlin and Heather Slaughter joined First UMC in December. Joe  

was raised in Eagle and Heather in Lincoln. They now reside in Lincoln. They  

are regulars in the 9 a.m. worship service. Pastor Scott is looking forward to  

presiding at their wedding this coming August. 

 Adam and Danielle Parrish also joined in December. Adam was raised in 

Omaha and Danielle was raised in Paxton. They transferred from St. Paul UMC in 

Lincoln. They recently moved to Waverly and are expecting their first child in March. 

Waverly High School Student Council 
    

 The student council collected tons of food for the food pantry 

this Holiday Season. It is amazing what the youth of today can do. 

Waverly is such a caring community! 

Balanced Budget for 2103! 

 Thanks to one and all is in order.  The members and friends of First 

UMC provided full financial support of the 2013 budget.  Thanks!  We 

fully paid the mission & ministry costs here in Waverly.  We fully sup-

ported our building debt payments for the year.  In addition, we paid 100% 

of our Mission Shares that support the mission & ministry done on our be-

half around the world by the United Methodist Church.  Each dollar given 

was an expression of commitment to programs and activities that are dedi-

cated to touching and transforming lives with love of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord and Savior.  Thanks and Praise be to God!   
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  UMW News 

 Our next meeting will be Saturday, January 11, at 9am in the Parlor. Eileen Lindahl will be giving the 

program on ñCall to Prayer and Self Denialò. Thanks to all the circles that once again made our December 

Luncheon a success! We installed our officers for 2014 that are as follows: 

     ·  President -- Deb Humphrey     ·  UMW Books -- Sarah Wilson 

     ·  Vice President -- Pat McGill     ·  Courtesy -- Gayle Heiden 

     ·  Secretary -- Sandy Blankenship     ·  Nominations -- Cheri Kaiser 

     ·  Treasurer -- Michele Kelley     ·  Esther Circle leader -- Christy Snyder 

     ·  Secretary of Program Resources -- Samantha Binder  ·  Eve Circle leader -- Fern Spencer 

     ·  Spiritual Growth -- Eileen Lindahl    ·  Rachel Circle leader -- Pat McGill 

     ·  Education & Interpretation -- Lisa Sedivy   ·  Naomi Circle -- Helen Munn 

     ·  Membership, Nurture & Outreach -- JoAnn Dexter  ·  Sarah Circle leader -- Kathy Hoppel 

     ·  Social Action -- Pat Yahnke     ·  Ruth Circle -- Wanda Mandigo 

  

Circle Responsibilities for January 2014: 
Hostess: Rachel Circle   Clean Main Kitchen: Sarah Circle 

Devotions: Sarah Circle   Clean Parlor and Kitchen: Rachel Circle 

Special Events: Rachel Circle 
 

Refreshing the Floors 
 

* Thursday night, Jan 2 starting at 7:00, we will remove tables, chairs and any other 

items off the floors in the Kitchen, Fellowship Hall and so forth. 

 

* Friday morning, Jan 3 starting at 8:00, we will begin stripping and polishing the 

floors in the Kitchen, back landing, Fellowship Hall and hallway.  Doors will be 

open at 7:30. 

 

* Anyone who is able to help pick up Thursday and/or clean, strip wax, rewax floor on Friday, please come 

out and help. 

Watch for more information on "The Daniel Plan."   Faith based weight loss group.  

More info coming in February. 

Evangelism is sponsoring: 

 
 We are attending Nebraska Women's basketball vs. Perdue, Sunday, 

Jan 19, 4:00 pm. Meet at church at 2:45, leave by 3 to go with the group. 

Free admission, just need snack money. If you have never been to a NE 

girls game, they are really fun! Any questions, please let me know. Hope we 

can get a good group to go! :)                                  

Dianne Witmer, dwitmer3@yahoo.com or 402-499-6965 
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- full News 
  As many of you know, the youth have been quite busy these last couple of months! We would like to 

say thank you to everyone that participated in the Date (babysitting) Nights, have enjoyed the new snack box 

in the youth room to accompany the pop fridge (and the new basket with fruit snacks for little ones in the  

narthex) and those who have continued support of the youth in general. It certainly takes a village to raise a 

child and to have such wonderful sponsors and supporters of our 35 youth currently participating in a variety 

of activities is absolutely a blessing!  

 

Upcoming Events  

The One Event 

 Please keep the youth in your prayers during the weekend of January 4-5 as we take a group of youth to 

ñThe One Eventò in Topeka, KS.  Donôt forget that as of January 1st the Kansas East, West, and Nebraska  

Methodist conferences are joining and the new United Great Plains Conference has decided to have this as the 

first combination activity. Our weekend consists of great speakers including the Bishop, THREE concerts, and 

making many new friends to support our youth in a Christ filled faith that is strong and enduring.  

Also we would like to say a HUGE thank you to Brian Ebke and Shelly Johnson as sponsors for the weekend! 

** If you or your student are going, PLEASE make sure they have the Health Release form filled out  

completely**  

Youth Skate Night 

 Ice Skating at Eugene T Mahoney State Park will be on January 26 from 6:30-8:30. 

This night is sponsored by the United Methodist Blue River District Youth and is open for 

grades 6-12. Bring $5 for skates and access to the Indoor activities. Concessions will be 

available. (Also, $5 for the vehicle park pass) For this night we are looking for adults to drive 

students up to the activity. If you are interested, please contact Veranda Johnson.  

Sweetheart Dinner 

  The tradition of the Sweetheart Dinner is BACK!  On February 23, the youth will  

be hosting the Sweetheart Dinner as a fundraiser for many of the upcoming events we have 

started to look forward too! It will be a funïfilled night with delicious food provided by 

Rick and Ruth Van Gerpen. The dinner will be $15 per person and ticket sales will start 

soon!  

 

If you have any questions, or ideas for the Youth, please contact Veranda Johnson in person, by phone, or 

email. veranda.johnson11@gmail.com or 402-430-2806.  



 

6  The One Event Youth Conference 
Just a reminder that ñThe One Eventò Youth Conference is coming up quickly, and I hope you all are as  

excited as I am! Here is the Schedule for the weekend of January 4 & 5. 

       Saturday, January 4 

* Meet at the church 8:45 am  

* Depart from the front (south) parking lot at 9:00 (The drive is approx 3 hrs)  

* Arrive in Topeka, KS around 12:00 pm (We will eat, check- in to the hotel, and sign-in)  

* Start the conference at 1:00 pm 

·  1 pm ï Big Room 1 with Stephanie Caro and The Deep Vs 

·  3 pm ï Elective Seminar 1 

·  4:30 pm ï LEELAND Concert (rescheduled from Sunday) 

·  5:30 pm ï Dinner on your own   

·  7:30 pm ï Big Room 2 with Wayne Simeon 

·  9:30 pm Hyland Concert 

       Sunday, January 5 

* Your group will be randomly assigned to Group A or B for the Sunday morning program. 

·  9 am ï Group A: Big Room 3 with Bishop Wilke and The Deep Vs 

·  9 am ï Group B: Elective Seminar 2 

·  10:45 am ï Group A: Elective Seminar 2 

·  10:45 am ï Group B: Big Room 3 with Bishop Wilke and The Deep Vs 

* Depart from the hotel, and grab lunch approx. 12:00 pm  

* Arrive at the church between 3-4 pm. We will call parents when we get close.  

 

General  Information 

We are staying at The Capitol Plaza Hotel  
1717 SW Topeka Boulevard, Topeka, Kansas 66612  

Toll-free: (800) 579-7937  

 See more at: http://www.capitolplazahoteltopeka.com/#sthash.XXAZMKHk.dpuf 

- this is also where the conference is being held  

 

What should I bring? 
Please do not over pack, but be sure to bring the following: 

* clothes for the Sunday (please check the weather) 

* sleepwear for Saturday night 

* swim suit (church appropriate)  

* toiletries (toothbrush, deodorant, hairbrush, etc) 

* some spending money (money for food has already been set aside for each meal but snacks,  

souvenirs, and anything extra)  

* a winter coat (we do not expect to have to spend much time outside, but it will be good to have a 

coat just in case) 

* phone, iPod, etc. and chargers 

* a Bible 

* YOUR HEALTH RELEASE FORM   
http://greatplainsyouth.org/files/2013/12/OneEventHealthForm.pdf 

 

Sponsors  
Brian Ebke  402-786-4041    Shelly Johnson  402-432-8531 

Veranda Johnson  402-430-2806   Tommy Glantz  402-613-3866 

 

Any other questions please call or email Veranda Johnson, veranda.johnson11@gmail.com or 402-430-2806 

** Please remember that this is a church trip, and that you are a representative of the church and that you are 

expected to act as such** 
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January Choir Schedule 

5 9 AM   Sanctuary Choir 11 AM  Solo/Ensemble 

12 9 AM  Sanctuary Choir/Jubilee Ringers   11 AM  Celebration Ringers 

19 9 AM  Carol Choir/Merry Ringers   11 AM  Sanctuary Choir 

 26 9 AM  Praise Service 11 AM  Praise Service/Sanctuary Choir 

 Name tags are great ways to easily get to know the names of one  

another at church. We have new magnetic name tags. They are on a  

magnetic board by the Food Pantry box. Please wear them for worship and 

other large group events. We encourage all to leave the name tags at church 

so they are not forgotten at home or in the car. Fill out a sheet if you would 

like to order one. Donation of $5 to cover the costs is appreciated.   

Name Tags  

 Hymn of the Month     You Are the Light of the World  ~ #2204 FWS 

 
 Words and music of this praise chorus were written by Michael Card in 1992. Born in Madison, TN, 

1957, he is an American Christian singer-songwriter, musician, author and radio host from Franklin, TN. He is 

best known for his contributions in contemporary Christian music, which couple folk-style melodies with  

lyrics that stem from intensive study of the Bible. Since his debut in 1981, he has sold more than 4 million  

albums and has written 19 No. 1 singles. In 1983, he won 2 GMA awards: Songwriter of the Year and Song of 

the Year - ñEl Shaddaiò, as well as, several others since then. 

  Michael Card has a wonderful ability of weaving a story with word and melody. One of his earlier 

songs is this simple chorus. In the text, Christ is shown as the light of the world, the bread of life, and the  

overcomer of the world. Each stanza also assures us of the hope that we find in Christ. 
 

  

1. You are the Light 

of the World, O Lord, 

and you make 

your servant shine. 

So how could there be 

any darkness in me 

if you are the 

Light of the World? 

You are the 

Light of the World. 

2. You are the Bread 

of Life, O Lord, 

broken to 

set us free. 

So how could there be 

any hunger in me 

if you are the 

Bread of Life? 

You are the 

Bread of Life. 

3. Youôve overcome 

the world, O Lord, 

and given us 

victory. 

So why could I fear 

when trouble is near 

if youôve overcome 

the world? 

Youôve overcome 

the world. 
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      Donation Given by  

Bill & Sara Bevans & Family  In Memory of   Lloyd & Shirley Bevans, Wilma Rasmussen  

Roger & Wanda Mandigo  In Memory of   Karen Ahrendts  

Glen & Teresa Schultz  In Memory of   Pete & Hildur Axberg, Wallace Axberg,  

Don & Wilma Schultz  

Bob & Sue Maguire & Fam-

ily  

In Memory of   Eugene Lewis, Ray & Irene Maguire, Flor-

ence Adamson  

Norm & Faye Swanson  In Memory of   Christopher Swanson  

Gary & Connie Binder  In Memory of   Elaine Bevans 

 In Honor of   Brooke Rosenboom, Kaylee Binder, Lucas 

Binder,  

Megan Binder, Kenzie Binder  

Sandy Rieckman  In Memory of   Dick Rieckman, Kenneth & Norma Polenz  

Peggy Brown  In Memory of   Russell & Grace Brown  

Lon & Kathy Hoppel  In Memory of   Leonard & Mary Kiersch, Bud & Bernice 

Hoppel  

Crystal Johnson  In Memory of   husband, Charles Johnson  

Marlo & Jean Burg  In Memory of   daughter, Marta Burg Dickson  

Cory, Hunter & Ashley 

Radenslaben  

In Memory of   Taina Radenslaben  

David & Dawn Trail & Fam-

ily  

In Memory of   Bill Austin  

Mike & Maxine Buchardt  In Memory of   Clarence & Freona Patterson, Roger Pat-

terson,  

Leo & Marilyn Buchardt  

Tim & Martha Rhoades  In Memory of   Charles & Carolyn Greer  

Serendipity Sunday School 

Class 

In Recogni-

tion of  

 Ruth Van Gerpen - our teacher  

John & Pat McGill  In Memory of   Stan McGill, Karin Dewar, Dyson Miller  

Ron & Sandy Stubbendick  In Memory of   Lawrence & Pearl Stubbendick, Dan & 

Ruth Schultz  

 In Honor of   Cory Rosendale, Ethan Cech, Trevor & 

Harper Roesler  

Phil & Devy Snyder  In Memory of   Our Loved Ones  

Al & Sandy Blankenship  In Memory of   Tim Blankenship  

Kris & Wes Hunzeker  In Honor of   Bob & Joy Maag (Merry Christmas to 

wonderful  

      Godparents)  

Gene & Lois Friesen  In Memory of   Joe & Viola Danielson, Ed & Goldie 

Friesen,  

Floyd & Joan Moore  

Jo Tuin  In Memory of   Pete Tuin, Lori Tuin Redovian  

Duane & Betty Lostroh  In Memory of   Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Bell  

 In Honor of   Mr. & Mrs. August Lostroh  

Mike, Janel & Kenzie Binder  In Recogni-

tion of  

 Bill & Diane Bunningham, Gary & Connie 

Binder  

Joe & Karen Conway  In Memory of   Allan & Gladys Ensminger,  

Carl & Doris Swanson, Helen Conway  

Poinsettias  



 

9  Dear Snow Removers: 
 

 Thank you for helping remove snow around the church keeping our many  

activities in full swing.  Below is the 2013-2014 revised schedule.  Each date listed will 

go from Sunday at 12:01AM through the following Saturday at 11:59 PM. 

 If you have questions, please call Duane Heiden at 786-5135. 

JANUARY  

Week of 01/05/14 Bill Bevans   432-0039 

Week of 01/12/14 Bill Landon   944-2471 

Week of 01/19/14 Lonnie Johnson  789-7865 

Week of 01/26/14 Wayne Trout               786-3773 

  

FEBRUARY 

Week of 02/02/14 Russ Harms   786-3913 

Week of 02/09/14 Bill Bevans   432-0039 

Week of 02/16/14 Bill Landon   944-2471 

Week of 02/23/14 Lonnie Johnson  789-7865 

Week of 02/30/14 Wayne Trout                           786-3773 

  

MARCH  

Week of 03/06/14 Russ Harms   786-3913 

Week of 03/13/14 Bill Bevans   432-0039 

Week of 03/20/14 Bill Landon   944-2471 

Week of 03/27/14 Lonnie Johnson                      789-7865 

January Ushers 
5: 9AM   Randy Colton, Bob Folts, Lon Hoppel 11 AM  Duane Heiden, Brian Ebke   

12: 9AM   Wendell Hutsell, Randy Schiermann,    

 Wayne Trout 
11 AM  Kevin Miesbach, Andy Miesbach,  

 Steve Bayne  

19:     9 AM   Dixi Wellman, Rusty Wellman,  

 Dan Landon 
11 AM  Sarah Wilson, Linda Steiner     

26:     9 AM   Don Bley, Jim Dyson, Brian Johnson  11 AM  Brian Thompson, Doyle Brunssen, Russ Kraft     

Liturgists, Greeters and Coffee-Bar Duties are needed . If you can help, please sign the log in the Narthex  

or notify Pat McGill at 786-3876.  Thank you. 

Would You Like Someone to Talk to? 
 

     Al Blankenship has been busy doing visitations. If you would like him 

to come by to talk or pray with you, please feel free to contact Al at  

402-786-2773 or call the church office at 402-786-2625 and we will call 

him for you. 


