
 
14410 FOLKESTONE STREET Å  WAVERLY NE  68462  Å  (402) 786-2625    

fumcwaverly@windstream.net            www.fumcwaverly.org 

Reflections 
January 2017 

òPeople of Faith,  Reflecting Godõs Loveó                                   

Greeting My Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 I pray that Christmas was blessed for you this year.  Many of us had the opportunity  
to reconnect with family and friends about whom we often think, but don't seem to be able to spend the 
amount of time together we may desire.  There are also those among us who were unable to be  
physically present with our loved ones this holiday, yet their spirits were present with us.  May this  
continue to be the case in the coming days.  It is my hope each of us will carry the goodness and joy of 
the Christmas season forward through the coming year.  Be that Light of Love which is the Christ and 
resides in each of us for all those you meet.  This is indeed the reason that God came into the world as 
a Child of Light and Love.  We celebrate to remember and be. 
 Susan and I especially want to express our extreme gratitude for the generosity and  
graciousness that this community of faith has shown and shared with us this season.  It is a wonderful 
opportunity that God has presented to us, that we might serve and be present among you.  We haven't 
been here all that long.  Just as we are learning to know and love each of you more fully, you are just 
getting to know us.  What is evident to both Susan and me is that you are willing to risk opening your 
hearts and lives to us.  Such grace extended is a great blessing.  Know that we hold the members of the 
Waverly community in our prayers.  We share the belief that God has great things in store for this  
community.  And more than that, we are not only grateful but excited about the possibilities God has in 
store and, while we always find ourselves anxious about the unknown, eager to participate with the  
Divine as God's good intentions for Waverly continue to unfold and be revealed. 
 We are moving into Epiphany and toward the season of Lent. Having been reminded that there is 
the Light present in the world this is a time to look and see.  There are indeed many opportunities we 
have yet to discern, and continuing to dwell in the Light will allow us to see the Way that God will have 
us go.  It is a time of looking, of visioning, and stepping out to move forward with confidence.  
 The Board of Trustees has asked I share with you that as part of their discernment we have four 
areas of concern and potential projects that need our attention regarding our facilities.  These include: 
foundation work along the north side of the church and west side of the youth room, flooring in the  
fellowship hall, remodeling the first floor restrooms to make them ADA compliant, and upgrading the 
lighting and audio/visual systems in the sanctuary (this project would also enhance our ability to provide 
video and audio capabilities to the fellowship hall and other areas of the church for overflow from the 
sanctuary).  Each of these is a major project and will entail time and expense.  Each has the potential to 
greatly enhance the ministries of our community of faith.  We ask that you pray about how we as a  
community best prioritize these projects. In the coming days, we will be asking you to help us make 
some decisions about the best way to proceed in effort to be good stewards of our facilities that they 
may help us to fulfill our mission in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
In the meantime, I and each of the Trustees are happy to listen to you as you share your thoughts and 
ideas. We believe all of these projects are necessary, but it is unlikely they can all be accomplished in 
the coming year.  Your input will help us to develop a strategic plan to accomplish these much needed 
improvements. 
 Blessings to each and every one of you in the coming year.  May you come to know God's  
presence, the Christ's Peace and the Spirit's Power in your lives as we enter this new year together. 

 
Peace and Grace to you... 
Pastor Jeff 
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Meetings  
 

ß BBBS - Wed, Jan 4 & 18, at 5:30 p.m. 

ß CCF - Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. 

ß Celebration Ringers - Sundays at 6:30 p.m. 

ß Church Council - Tue, Jan 24, at 7:00 p.m. 

ß Esther Circle - Mon, Jan 16, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church parlor. 

ß Evangelism Brunch - Sun, Jan 22, at  
10:00 a.m. 

ß Eve Circle - Mon, Jan 9, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church parlor.  We will be cleaning the 
parlor.   Cheri Kaiser is hostess.  

ß Gathering Place Soup Kitchen - Wed, Jan 11, 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

ß First We Have Coffee - Mon, Jan. 16 at 7 p.m. 
at Judy Cartmillôs. The book is BLUEPRINTS by 
Barbara Delinsky. The reviewer is Kathy Liss.       
Book for Feb is ROSEMARY, the HIDDEN 
KENNEDY DAUGHTER by Kate Larson. 

ß Middle School Youth Group - Wed, Jan 4 & 
18, at 6:30 p.m. 

ß Naomi Circle - Thu, Jan 19, at 1:00 p.m. in 
parlor. 

ß Praise Team - First four Wednesdays at  
6:30 p.m. 

ß Rachel Circle - Tue, Jan 3, at 7:00 p.m. 

ß Ruth Circle - Thu, Jan 19, at 9:00 a.m.  

ß Sanctuary Choir - Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

ß Sarah Circle - Sat, Jan 21, at 9:00 a.m. at 
Sandra Van Arsdallôs home. 

ß Senior High Youth Group - Wed, Jan 11 & 25, 
at 7:00 p.m. 

ß Staff - Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. 

ß TOPS - Mondays at 5:30 p.m. 

ß UMM - Sunday, Jan 8, at 7:45 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  Gene Friesen will be providing 
breakfast.  Will have a short devotional.  All 
men are welcome. 

ß UMW - Sat, Jan 7, at  9:00 a.m.  

ß UMW Book Club - Thu, January 5, at 7:00, at 
the Church. 

                Thank You from the Staff 
 
  
 

 Thank you to one and all who contributed to the Christmas gifts for the staff.  Your 
thoughtfulness is deeply appreciated. We each truly enjoy our opportunity to work and 
share in ministry at First United Methodist Church. 
 
Sincerely, 
 Dawn, Wanda, Nancy, Sondra, Veranda and Jeff & Susan 

Thank You Note 
 
Thank you to everyone for your thoughts and prayers, cards and food  
provided when I had my accident.  Special thanks to Al and Brian for  
cleaning up our yard numerous times this past fall. 
 
Lon Hoppel 
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 While we as pastors want to provide care to  
everyone who is in need ï we really canôt do it alone.  
Part of our role as pastoral leaders is to equip the laity 
to minister to those who are hurting. This is a highly  
effective and biblical way that those who are in need of 
Christ centered care receive it. 
 Christ at work through gifted, trained lay  
caregivers is the vision of Stephen Ministry. 
 

 Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one lay caring ministry that takes place in congregations that 
use the Stephen Series system. 
 Stephen Ministry congregations equip and empower lay caregiversðcalled Stephen  
Ministersðto provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting.  
 While many of you already engage in such ministry on an informal basis, this program helps to 
formalize the caring ministries of a community of faith in cooperation and coordination with the  
pastoral staff and lay caregivers. 
 There will be an introductory workshop at Christ Community Church in Omaha on Saturday, 
February 11, 2017 from 9:00 A.M. ï 1:00 P.M.  The session will cover Ministering to Those  
Experiencing Grief, An Introduction to Stephen Ministry, and How to Care in Distinctly Christian Way. 
 If you think you might be interested in attending this introductory workshop, or know someone 
that might be a good person to consider such a role, please contact Pastor Jeff for more information.  
We would love to have such a care team as a part of the ministries here at First United Methodist 
Church of Waverly. 

Brown Bag Bible Study (BBBS) 
 The Brown Bag Bible Study group began a new study called  
Experiencing the Bible Again for the First Time based on Marcus Borgôs book  
Reading the Bible Again for the First Time, Taking the Bible Seriously but Not  
Literally.  This 10 session study began December 7th and will meet from 5:30 to 
7:00  on the first and third Wednesday of the month.  The cost of the text is $10.  
If interested, please contact Pastor Jeff for a copy of the book and study guide.   
Weôd love to have you join us. 
 
Meetings: Jan 4 & 18 

http://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/1219
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Thank you, kids, for sharing your awesome talents and blessing our congregation at the Christmas 
program.  Your part in ñThe Family Christmasò was sweet and wonderful!  Thank you parents,  
grandparents, and family supporters for bringing your kids to Sunday School so they could rehearse, 
and for coming to the program to hear and support your kids, helping them grow to love Jesus!  
Thank you Wanda Mandigo and Nancy Anderson for your skillful, musical direction.  Thank you Sonja 
Jensen for your assistance with the speaking parts.  Thank you Mackenzie Cordes for your beautiful 
solo part.  Thank you Micah Redd, Christian Kaiser, Kolter Wellman, Samantha Hagaman, Renae 
Landon, Annie Harms, Mya Dubas, and Elena Watts for using your talents in the speaking parts.  
Thank you Mike and Janel Binder for the Sanctuary barn decorations.  Thank you Keck family for 
serving as Joseph, Mary, and baby Jesus.  Thank you CCF Choir and Chimes for your beautiful  
music. Thank you Pastor Jeff and Dawn Schomaker for your behind the scenes work.   
 Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to earth, so He knows what itôs like to be human. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preschool and Kindergarten Sunday School children é beginning in January, you will be rehearsing 
each Sunday during Sunday School for when you sing in worship, which is January 29th at the 11:00 
worship service.  That will be a very special day!   We canôt wait to hear you sing in worship again! 
 
 

 

Mark your calendar é  
 

The next Childrenôs Day in Worship will be February 19
th
, at both services.  

Children participate in the service of their choice:  9:00 or 11:00 
 
Vacation Bible School will be the second full week in June, 12th-16th from  
9 am to noon. 

 
 
 
 
Beginning in mid-January children in 1

st
 ï 5

th
/6
th
 grade will gather 

for a short opening assembly where they will learn about Serving 
God through mindful stewardship with our Prayers, our Presence, 
our Gifts, our Service, and our Witness.  Music, scripture, 
practicing these ways of service, and ñrise and report timeò will 
happen first thing when they arrive for Sunday School.  Itôs going 
to great beginning minutes together! 
God Bless you in 2017! 
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ÍÙæÕâØÕ ÁãÜâçãâMç ºãâèÕ×è ÀâÚã: 

veranda.johnson11@gmail.com 

fumcwaverly@windstream.net  

 

Feel free to contact me!  

Hey all!  
 Middle school students will meet on the 1st and 3rd weeks of the month. I would like for  
parents to help provide meals so be watching for the email sign up. With meals, we will run from 
6:30 to 8pm.  
 High school students will meet on the 2nd and 4th weeks of the month from 7 till 8:30.  
 
Please invite friends and neighbors to join! Also, if you are new or have switched groups,  
please add yourself to our text group via the Remind by texting your groups code;  

Phone number :81010  
Middle school message: d0e8b 
High school message: @verand 

Happy 2017! 
 Here is hoping that all of you had a joyous and exciting  
Christmas with family, friends and those you care about. The scrip 
committee would like to THANK all who purchased scrip in 2016.   
We don't have our final results as of "press time", but we had one of 
the most successful years ever. Especially encouraging were the 10 
kids (plus one adult) that went to camp this past summer with the  
assistance of the scrip program funds. We hope for great participation this next summer also! 
 We also look forward to a brand new year. During the month of January, our friends at B&R 
Stores (Super Saver and Russ's Market are offering a 1% bonus. So, Russ's Market scrip that  
normally provides a 5% contribution, becomes 6%. Super Saver, which normally offers a 3%  
contribution, becomes 4%. We are currently very well-stocked on both cards.   
 We also want you to remember that we have many items to help get you organized for 2017.   
Target, Walmart and Shopko all will offer great sales on storage containers and other organizational 
items. We also have Whole Foods, CVS, Subway and more to help you stay healthy, wealthy and 
wise in the new year. We also have Amazon, Barnes & Noble and Marcus Theaters to help you read 
more or watch more in 2017. Stop by and see us on Sunday mornings! 
 
Again, Happy New Year to you and your family! 
 
Scrip Committee - Loa, Gale, Jill, Sandra, Wilma and Tom 

mailto:veranda.johnson11@gmail.com
mailto:fumcwaverly@windstream.net
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UMW News 
  
 Once again the UMW had a wonderful Christmas luncheon on 
Saturday, December 3. We were entertained by the Waverly High 
School Show Choir, who did a fantastic performance. Thank you to  
Rachel Circle, Esther Circle and Naomi Circle who had Dining Room 

and Kitchen duties, Sarah Circle for the program and Devotions, and Eve Circle for manning the sales 
table. The food was wonderful and table decorations were oh so beautiful. Another big thank you to all 
who brought donations for Epworth Village!  
 As we enter a new year, we have gained new officers, as well as said goodbye to some. We 
would like to thank the following ladies for their time and commitment as they are leaving their  
positions: Pat McGill, Dianne Witmer and Sarah Wilson. You ladies did a wonderful job, thank you.   
We welcome these ladies as they join us in their new positions: Kim Moore, Joyce Miller and Caroline 
Chrastil. We still have the position of Vice President to fill, so if you are interested in taking on an  
officer position, please let me know. 
 Our meeting for January will be on Saturday, January 7th at 9:00. The program will be Call to 
Prayer and Self Denial presented by Reesa Eisler.  Everyone is welcome to attend, Reesa always 
gives a great program! 
 
The following people have been remembered in memory or in honor for our Dedicated light and Gift in 
Memory: 
 Dedicated Light:  Harlan Hoy, Lois Houser, Norman Swanson, Wayne Johnson, Wayne Trout,  
    (in honor) Roger Mandigo and Bob Maag. 
  
 Gift in Memory:  Collins Whyman, Daryl Hodgin, Don Lovegrove, Melvin Dudley, Milford  
    Hansen and Ray Root. 
  
 
Here are the jobs for January: 
  
 January Responsibilities 
  Hostess: Sarah Circle    Clean Parlor and Kitchen: Eve Circle 
  Devotions: Rachel Circle                                   Clean Main Kitchen: Esther Circle 
  Special Events: Rachel Circle 

UMW Book Club  
 UMW Book Club will meet Thursday, January 5, at 7:00, at the Church to discuss the book 
"Fatty Legs," by Christy Jordan-Fenton and Margaret Pokiak-Fenton.  
This is a true story of a young Inuit girl who lives in the High Arctic, and  
travels with to the "outside" with her father. She tells of the treatment  
she received and abusive relationship she suffered while attending  
school away from her home.  
 With the beginning of a new year, we are starting a new reading 
program. A member only needs to read one book from each of five  
categories to complete the first level of the program. If we read one  
Book a month, we will complete level two, which is two books from each 
category, plus reading the UMW magazines. We hope anyone who is  
interested in reading and would like to join us will feel welcome.  
Contact Jeanene Cordes, or ask any of the UMW officers for  
more information. 


